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At 1240 on 24 April 1992 Carroll 
Labarthe and I observed a female Summer 
Tanager (Piranga rubra) about 60 feet high 
in a bare deciduous tree along the observa
tory trail at Yellow Creek State Park. The 
tree was at a distance of about 120 feet. 
The bird appeared to be feeding as it 
hopped among the bare branches, giving us 
several different angles for observation. 

The day had been overcast with 
rain and thunderstorms earlier in the 
morning; another storm was threatening. 
Observations were made with 10X40 Zeiss 
binoculars, 10X28 Bausch and Lomb 
binoculars, and a Swift variable power 
15-60X spotting scope set between 15-20. 

We noted that the bird was a 
tanager with an olive back and wings; the 
bird did not have black wings, nor did it 
have wingbars; the uppertail was red. The 
head had a reddish cast with no distinctive 
markings. The bird's chin was decidedly 
orange; the upper breast, orange tapering to 
a yellowish-orange belly. The undertail 
coverts were red, but the intensity of red 
increased on the undertail. The bill was not 
perceptibly very dark; it appeared rather 
pale. 

We had been birding for more 
than four hours; Gloria Lamer had been 
with us but had left about 45 minutes 
before our sighting. Carroll and I were 
almost ready to head to the west end of the 
lake when we spotted the tanager. We 
watched the bird for almost five minutes 
before it flew off toward the parking lot, 
apparently startled by the sound of thunder. 
We followed, hoping to relocate the 
tanager, but we were unable to find it 
again. The entire time we watched it, it did 
not vocalize. Later that day around 1800 h. 
Gloria Lamer and Georgette Syster 
searched for the bird in the same area but 
were unable to find it. 
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Species: Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra) 

Date of Sighting: 24 April 1992 to 24 April 1992 
Location: YELLOW CREEK STATE PARK 
County: INDIANA 
Observer(s): Margaret Bigbee 
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